
Battle of the Tacos
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Editor in Chief

Ever wonder where to go to get the best tacos? Spent too long on Yelp trying to find 
where to go and where to avoid? Thanks to me, the struggle is gone. I set out to find 
which restaurant in the Lansing area will satisfy your taco needs, and which will leave 
you unimpressed. It’s Battle of the Tacos, so let’s taco ‘bout it.

Pablo’s (Old Town)
Pablo’s was the first restaurant on my taco journey. Pablo’s is known for its authentic 
Mexican cuisine in the heart of Old Town. The restaurant itself was small and cozy, 
and quite busy for a Sunday afternoon. I ordered three Mexican Tacos for $7.95 

with marinated pork, but tried the beef, chicken and steak tacos as well. They came with topped with 
onions and cilantro in a corn shell. Paired with the restaurant’s signature smooth salsa these tacos were 
perfection. The meat was flavorful and juicy, while the cilantro and onions added an extra kick. The only 
taco that didn’t meet my full expectations were the ground beef tacos. They were good, but lacked the 
wow factor the steak, chicken, and pork possessed. Considering that ground beef is a boring option to 
begin with, I’d advise against it. All meals at Pablo’s come with baskets of warm tortilla chips and salsa. 
Even after we were served our main courses the chips and salsa kept coming to the table. The ambiance 
is lovely, the food is great, and the staff are nice. Pablo’s is a great restaurant to meet friends or family, 
and enjoy a good authentic Mexican taco.
Rate- ★★★★★

Supermercado La Estrellita
If you drive a mere five minutes North from Pablo’s you’ll find Supermercado La Estrellita, a Mexican 
grocery store, bakery, and deli. The store looks unassuming from the outside, just another small grocery 
store in the heart of Lansing. But inside you’ll find the best tacos you never knew existed. Supermercado 
La Estrellita has a bit of a reputation for being underground, and when you walk inside you can see why. 
The store is filled with all kinds of Mexican groceries, from Mexican candy and sweets to piñatas. To 
find the tacos you have to traverse to the back of the store. There you’ll find a deli with a small menu, 
and on it are about ten different types of tacos. I ordered the carnitas and chorizo tacos. Immediately I 
noticed similarities between these tacos and Pablo’s. These too were topped with onions and cilantro. 
I love Pablo’s, but I have to admit these tacos outshone the previous restaurant. The factor that turned 
the tide was the meat. These tacos didn’t’ need any toppings to them, the meat brought all the flavor. 
Juicy, rich, and seasoned to perfection, I can confidently say these were the best $2 tacos I’ve ever eaten. 
Pastries from the bakery were the perfect accompaniment.
Rate- ★★★★★

Famous Taco
Or should I say infamous taco? As far as aesthetics go, Famous Taco has a… casual approach. Located 
in a Haslett strip mall and advertised by giant green letters, the restaurant would be hard to miss. All this 
could be trivial, for at this point, it was up to the tacos to either make or break my opinion. I ordered 
the Famous Taco for $10.59, making this stop the most expensive of all three restaurants. As advertised 
this taco was a beast; comprised of a flour tortilla filled with chicken lettuce, tomato and cheese. I was 
surprised by the resemblance this taco had to a school lunch. The seasoning was minimal at best, and 
something about the toppings gave me a sneaking suspicion their origins were that of a deep freezer. If 
you’re considering going here I’d save your money and your stomach, and travel somewhere else
Rate- ★★✩✩✩
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Kendrick Lamar. DAMN. Compton’s own Kendrick Lamar returns 
to the studio in 2017 with his first full project 
since 2015’s To Pimp A Butterfly. DAMN. is an 
excellent, jazz inflected masterwork reflecting on 
the injustices black people face in modern day 
America. While the album also wrestled with 
issues like alcoholism and the politics of sex, its 
main draw was the commentary on black on black 
violence, police brutality, and the mistreatment of 
African Americans in the United States in general.
 Over the past five years or so, Kendrick 
has done somewhat of an outstanding job of setting 
himself apart from his contemporaries when it 
comes to who’s making waves in the hip hop scene. 
With four studio albums under his belt, Kendrick 
Lamar continues to impress rap fans and critics 

alike with frantic wordplay and a dangerous flow to 
match.
 DAMN. is perhaps Kendrick’s most 
odd and self reflective album to date. Almost all 
of the tracks here seem to have one of two feels 
about them. Kendrick is either rapping over a bass 
boosted, banger of an instrumental like on the 
songs “DNA.” or “ELEMENT.” or instead, takes 
more of a dreary, somber approach on songs like 
“YAH.” and “PRIDE.”
 Whatever the vibe may be, he manages 
to once again keep a consistent theme throughout 
the project. This time around, we get to see a more 
exposed, vulnerable side of Kendrick Lamar. The 
title of the tracks here really do a fine job giving a 
one word synopsis about what each song is about 
and how Kendrick deals with each of these things. 
Often times, songs in the tracklist are placed next 
to each other intentionally to show a stark contrast 
between two topics like on the songs “PRIDE.” and 
“HUMBLE.” or “LUST.” and “LOVE.”

 Kendrick Lamar appears noticeably more 
depressed on this album, we see him struggling 
with more problems than we see him offering 
solutions. Over the albums fifty five minute 
runtime, Kendrick goes back and forth with himself 
about how to go about adversities in his life, never 
seeming to really find any answers.

DAMN. might only be a small window 
into Kendrick Lamar’s personal life and the 
demons he struggles with, but the record shows 
great diversity in its instrumentals and song 
topics alike. This truly is an above average album 
regardless of whether you’re a hardcore hip hop 
fan, or just a casual music listener. Hopefully 
Kendrick Lamar continues to impress in the future 
with more insightful, catchy music missing from 
mainstream hip hop today.

Favorite Track: PRIDE.
Least Favorite Track: LOVE. 

Mastodon: Emperor of Sand
 Hard rock and heavy metal heavyweights, 
Mastodon gives longtime fans the record they’ve 
been waiting for since 2008’s Crack the Skye. 
Progressing from the psychedelic atmosphere and 
blistering guitar solos of their previous record, 
Once More ‘Round the Sun, Mastodon tackles 
illness and the toll it takes on a person in the band’s 
newest odyssey, Emperor of Sand. The Emperor 
of Sand is of course a metaphor for the passage of 
time and the toll it takes on the ones you love.
 While this album may not be as musically 
hard hitting as some of the band’s older work 
like Leviathan or Blood Mountain, Mastodon 
replaces their classic, thick-as-hell guitar riffs 
and testosterone filled vocals with more melodic 
choruses and guitar phrases that will get stuck in 

your head for days at a time. 
 The production on the album is 
wonderfully loud and the songs become even 
better upon seeing the band perform live. From 
the beautifully composed guitar sections by lead 
guitarist  Brent Hinds on tracks like “Ancient 
Kingdom” and “Roots Remain” or “Eons” (on 
vinyl), to the anguished screams of featured 
Neurosis frontman, Scott Kelly, on “Scorpion 
Breath,” Mastodon reaches a wide range of sounds, 
all captivating in their own way.

While sonically the record stays upbeat 
for the most part, the lyrics take more of a 
sorrowful approach. The record deals heavily with 
cancer and the way it touches friends and family. 
It also sheds light on time and how it can be taxing 
and cruel on songs such as “Precious Stones.” The 
band primarily switches between three vocalists: 

Guitarist Brent Hinds, bassist and frontman, Troy 
Sanders, and drummer, Brann Dailor.

Whenever a band chooses to evolve 
their sound or change the way they structure 
their records, there will always be that angry fan 
who refuses to give the new music a chance. In 
Mastodon’s case, anyone who decides against 
giving Emperor of Sand the listen it deserves 
simply because the band isn’t making “heavy 
metal” music anymore is foolish. There is 
something to be found in this record for everyone; 
it just needs to be given its chance.

Favorite Track: Sultan’s Curse
Least Favorite Track: Show Yourself

Father John Misty: Pure 
Comedy

 Father John Misty’s third album, Pure 
Comedy was the touch of satirical wit 2017 needed. 
Coming in at almost seventy five minutes, the 
record dives headfirst into socio-political issues and 
religion with sarcastic charm that could only be done 
justice with the writing prowess of one Josh Tillman, 
or more commonly known as, Father John Misty.

Following up his last record, I Love You, 
Honeybear, an immaculately produced, mostly 
acoustic record layered in lavish string sections and 
twangy guitar passages romanticizing everything 
from getting high, to going to the supermarket, 
Pure Comedy takes things in a bitter, more fed up 
direction. Father John Misty takes pride in how 
many times he can blatantly call out the religious 
for their worship of  “risen zombies” or “celestial 

virgins” on the title track. He even has an entire 
track dedicated to the anticlimactic return of a savior 
who has abandoned its people, aptly called, “When 
the God of Love Returns There’ll Be Hell to Pay.” 

For the listener invested in politics, there’s 
plenty to relish or scoff at. The song “Two Wildly 
Different Perspectives” takes left and right leaning 
philosophies and places them on a balance beam, 
constantly switching back and forth to how each 
side might handle a certain political or religious 
conundrum, or how neither side can seem to find 
common ground in today’s political climate.

As far as production goes, Pure Comedy 
is far more ambitious than Tillman’s preceeding 
records, Fear Fun and I Love You, Honeybear. 
While those records took more of a folk driven, Bob 
Dylan-inspired approach, this new album has Father 
John Misty really coming into his own with grander 
climaxes, more elaborate instrumentation and longer 

songs in general like the thirteen minute halfway 
point of the record, “Leaving LA.”

While Pure Comedy may have released 
in the early months of this year, its message now 
applies more than ever. With tensions now being 
higher than ever given our presidental administration 
and the state of politics in the United States in 
general, Father John Misty does each topic he 
tackles justice though he may not always come 
across as respectful, he more than grabs the 
listener’s attention all the way through and hopefully 
will have them coming back again and again for 
years to come.

Favorite Track: Things It Would Have Been 
Helpful to Know Before the Revolution

Least Favorite Track: Birdie 

Iconic Holiday 
Films
Lia Bommarito
Front Page Editor

1. A Charlie Brown Christmas - 1965
The crown jewel of all holiday movies: 
A Charlie Brown Christmas! Now, I 
know this is controversial. A Charlie 
Brown Christmas is just 25 minutes 
long, and it’s just a holiday special on 
a series of Charlie Brown excursions, I 
can hear you saying. But, dear reader, I 
challenge you to find a Christmas story 
more heartwarming and iconic than the 
one of the Charlie Brown Christmas 
tree. Like Charlie Brown’s spirit, the 
tree is small, weak, and actually kind of 
pathetic. But that doesn’t stop his friends 
from decorating it and celebrating 
it all the same. A Charlie Brown 
Christmas is telling of all holiday spirit-- 
encapsulating thankfulness, celebration, 
and love. 

2. A Christmas Story - 1983
It’s enough that around Christmas and 
Christmas Eve this movie gets played 
24-hours-a-day on repeat, but I’m going 
to keep beating the dead horse. This 

movie’s the real deal. I’ve seen it every 
year of my life during the holiday season 
- and often more - and still, scenes like 
the house being lit up with Christmas 
lights and the scene where they bring 
the tree into the house and it falls - they 
still make me laugh to no end. Also, 
movies made and filmed in the 80’s 
have a tendency to just be better. What 
would Christmas - and winter itself - be 
without A Christmas Story? If my mom 
couldn’t put it on TV for timely holiday 
background noise, I think Christmas 
itself would simultaneously combust. 

3. How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
(Animated) - 1966
Out of all holiday movies, The Grinch 
is the most nostalgic for me personally. 
Its plot is one that we all know well 
and could recite from memory, because 
the movie itself is less than half an 
hour. Boris Karloff’s distinct voice 
adds personality as a narrator. The film 
takes us back to simpler times when 
you watched the Grinch give Cindy 
Lou-Who (who’s no older than two) a 
glass of water and send her to bed. I feel 
so bad for Max, the Grinch’s dog. He 
didn’t ask for this! He’s a dog! Overall, 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas is 
one holiday movie I couldn’t go the 
winter season without watching. It’s too 

timeless to not watch it every time the 
holiday season rolls around. 

4. Elf - 2003 
Now, now, I know a lot of people are 
going to get angry. Elf is overrated, 
you’ll say. Well… Elf is a popular 
movie, yes, but it’s popular for a good 
reason! It’s one of the only modern 
Christmas movies that is truly a film 
for the entire family. It’s funny, it’s got 
some humor both for children and for 
young adults (think the “syrup” in coffee 
scene), it has a solid message about 
family, and it’s a love story - all in one! 
Elf’s charming and well-fitting humor 
can make anyone from ages 3 to 103 
laugh their tights off. 

5. Rudolph the Rednosed Reindeer - 
1964
There’s nothing to not love about this 
movie. It’s charming and the production 
is unique; films nowadays, even artsy 
ones, most often aren’t filmed in stop 
motion, but the hours dedicated to 
making this Rudolph’s hooves smoothly 
lift off of the ground were well-worth 
the effort. Additionally, the characters 
are lovable; Sam the Snowman is a 
quirky and easily known narrator, while 
Rudolph himself is cute and helpless 
while coping with his red-nosed-

problems. In addition, the movie itself 
has a great message takeaway: we’re 
all misfits! (ps. Why weren’t you at elf 
practice?)

Honorable mentions: 
Die Hard: It really, actually, isn’t 

a Christmas movie, but that 
won’t stop your weird uncle 
from insisting it’s the best 
holiday movie around. 

The Polar Express: Can you still 
hear the bells jingle - do you 
still believe? We do!

Home Alone: Ah, a classic; the best 
abandonment and child neglect 
movie out there!

The Nightmare Before Christmas: A 
holiday movie for all you emos 
out there. 

Love Actually: This movie’s good 
for when you want to cry into 
popcorn about how you’re 
alone for the winter season. 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
(Live Action Version) featuring 
Jim Carrey: There’s nothing 
more terrifying - and yet, oddly 
fascinating - than this movie’s 
version of the Grinch. And why 
did Baby Grinch have to be a 
thing?

Best Albums of 2017

Pablo’s: Kathleen Stattelman (‘18) walking into 
Pablo’s (Old Town)
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The famous taco from Famous Taco.
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Carnitas and Chicken Tacos from 
Supermercado La Estrellita.
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Pork tacos from Pablo’s.
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