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Real Pimpin’ Rides
By Donovan Murphy

Cars: many of us could barely live without them. Whatever 
destination you’re bound for, these personal vehicles dominate life 
in semi-rural areas such as Williamston. Whereas as most of us are 
just happy enough to have a car in the first place, some go above and 
beyond. From paint jobs, to modifications, to generally sick looking 
bodies, these folks have made it their mission to make sure you see 
them coming from far down the road. Here are some of the cars that, 
while not all expensive and fancy, catch eyes here at WHS:

Daniel Lawton: “The Americar”
Brand: Ford 
Model: 90s Festiva
Unique Trait: Full red, white, and blue paint job (rattle can) complete 
with stars and detail.
Bio: Patriotic and eye-catching as ever, Daniel Lawton’s Americar 
is an example of making the best out of a bad situation. This Ford 
Festiva was originally in such bad shape that the floor had rusted 
through, but the whole car got a serious make-over from Daniel and 
his friends. Sporting a full American flag design on the exterior and 
an American flag couch to replace the back seat. These colors don’t 
run: they drive in style.

Pros And Cons of Taking A Gap Year
By Grace Donnelly
Photographer

Jesse Joseph: “The Green Machine”
Brand: GMC
Model: 1500
Unique Trait: Candy emerald green finish
Bio: A standard truck in other respects, this car goes for one thing 
and one thing only: flair. Although he used to own a Mustang, Jesse 
agreed to a trade, getting the Green Machine in exchange. It is 
unsure where the unique paint job comes from, but in any case it’s 
here to stay. All over the whole truck a wavy green finish shines like 
the glaze on a doughnut. He says he enjoys the attention it generates 
in passerbys and commenters who see him on the streets. Currently, 
the “Green Machine” is sitting on Craiglist waiting for its next 
owner. Although it could be a while before it leaves town, many here 
at Williamston will surely miss this unique truck.

Ross Davis: Untitled
Brand: Chevrolet
Model: Camaro
Unique Trait: Classic muscle car
Bio: Bought long ago in Ypsilanti, Ross’s grandfather restored this 
old classic from a broken mess. The whole process was a two-year 
job, but now she’s road ready and showing it! A sleek vintage body 
and classic charm make this car one not to miss. These types are 
rarely restored (if you can even find them) these days, making this 
car really something special. Sporting some of that fine old time 
flair, it’s safe to say that Ross Davis has an iconic muscle car on his 
hands.

About Caleb:
Caleb Sowle finished his senior year thinking college wasn’t for him 
and went off to Las Vegas. He went with a group of musicians that 
he had met online, planning to fulfill his life of being an artist. “I can 
find my way around a keyboard/piano, but I’m actually a producer 
(I make beats for rap songs) and that doesn’t really require fluency 
in any instruments as it’s all digital these days. I’m also a songwriter 
and vocalist as well,” said Caleb. You can find him on Soundcloud, 
username: Sowle. Caleb currently on his way home from Nevada to 
visit family, friends, and to shoot a couple short films. He will then 
be going to Illinois to begin school at Columbia College Chicago in 
the Spring.
Q and A with Caleb:
Q: Do you think you benefited from taking a gap year? why or why 
not?
A:  It’s hard to say, at this point, if I’ve benefitted from taking a year 
off because I won’t be starting college until spring.
Q: If you learned anything from taking a whole year off from 
school what would that be?
A: The learning, for me, was all internal. When you’re alone in the 
desert, responsible for your own happiness and general satisfaction, 
you do a lot of internal searching. I had to figure out what’s 
important to me, what I value, and what I don’t. Especially as an 
artist, I had to figure out what inspires me, and if I’m really doing 
what I love or just doing what I know. So, I guess the most important 
things I learned about were my own 
personal wants, needs, and motivations. 
But even then, you never really know.
Q: What was your plan for after school? 
Did it work out?
A: “My plan after graduating high 
school was to move to Nevada, make 
more music than I know what to do with, develop as an artist, 
never lose a step, and find enough success through hard work to 
validate my ideas and my lifestyle.” I didn’t expect to get rich and 
live off the land, but my expectations were still a little misguided. 
The environment was scenically beautiful, but it wasn’t exactly a 
breeding ground for inspiration for me, personally. Which is just an 
unfortunate fact I couldn’t plan for. And my interests aren’t exactly 
the same as they were when I graduated. Which also wasn’t in the 
plan. But I started making music when I was 11 and it’s silly to think 
I’ll want to do forever, what I started when I was 11.
Q: Would you have gone straight to college looking back on it 
now? why or why not?
A: Looking back, I still wouldn’t have gone straight to college 
just because I had an opportunity to live and work with genuinely 
talented and creative people straight out of high school. I met 
legitimately interesting and influential people and saw my idols up 
close five months out of high school. This is not something very 
many people get to do. Especially not in Williamston. And even 
though I’ve since left, I still opened up those doors for myself and 
now I know what’s on the other side.
Q: What did your parents/family think of your choice of not going 
to college?
A: College was always an inexplicit assumption for me in my 
family. I did really well in school, especially before high school, so 
it was assumed I would put my head down for four years and get a 
degree. But through high school, I found way more satisfaction in 
being creative than getting an A. And these days, you can become 
very successful online, without ever having anything to show for 
it, physically. This is hard for older generations to understand. I 
had people all over the world listening to things I had made and 
released for free, but I didn’t have any gold plaques or money from 
it, so it was hard for my family to understand. My parents believed 

and trusted me though, however, I wouldn’t have taken “no” for an 
answer at that point, or any point, really. They were nervous because 
I didn’t really have any plan or structure like you do in school, but I 
imagine they were relieved in some way because they thought they 
were avoiding tuition fees.
Q: What do your parents/family think now that you are going to 
college?
A: Now that I’ve decided to go to school, I definitely sense a 
prolonged sigh of relief coming from my mother. Having structure in 
your life will certainly make your parents more comfortable.
Q: Did any teachers push you to not take this route or vice versa?
A: None of my teachers even exercised the idea of not going to 
college, they all, however, were probably supportive of the idea of 
a gap year. But, like I said, I had no intentions of going to college at 
the time and I could feel an unspoken nervousness and disapproval 
from my teachers when I would tell them. It comes back to older 
generations not really understanding my specific path. You do 
not have to go to college to be a successful person, and many life 
paths, especially those of the artistic type, do not benefit from time 
in college. Also, no one can afford it. But teachers don’t really say 
these things because their students are very impressionable and 
might hear it as an excuse to avoid college and then also avoid any 
goals or productivity outside of the classroom.
Q: Did your gap year help you figure out what profession you 
wanted to go into? If so elaborate on how and why?

A: I think this year of self-evaluation has 
definitely helped me get more in-touch 
with what specific creative fields I want to 
pursue, outside of music.
Q: Do/Did you feel left out or behind in 
school? why or why not?
A: I never felt left behind in high school. 

And I don’t know if I’ll feel left out in college because I haven’t 
started yet.
Q: Traveling is often encouraged during gap years. Are you in 
agreement with this? I heard you went to Las Vegas, would you 
consider that as traveling?
A: I definitely agree that traveling is very important when figuring 
out what you want to do with your life. Which is the entire point 
of a gap year. I’m not qualified to give advice, but yeah, either take 
some crazy trip or move many miles away from your hometown. 
These things force you to be independent and responsible for your 
experiences.
Q: Being on your own, living an independent life is quite the nerve 
wracking thing. Do you think this made you a stronger person and 
more dependent on yourself?
A: I am undoubtedly a stronger, more self-sufficient person.
Q: Most kids wanting to take this route aren’t necessarily lying on 
a pile of money, what do you have to say about the money point of 
view? Was this an issue for you?  
A: When I graduated high school, I didn’t have the mindset that I 
was taking a gap year. I just wasn’t going to go to college. And a lot 
of the reason was because I didn’t have the money. But I also don’t 
really need college because I am an aspiring musician/filmmaker. 
The reality
is, a lot of people won’t ever have the money for college, regardless 
if they take a gap year or not.
Q: To people wanting to take a gap year, what do you have to say to 
them?
A: To anyone thinking about taking a gap year to figure things out, 
go for it. But go somewhere far away if possible. Have an objective. 
Don’t just mope around your hometown waiting for something to 
happen.

2017 Was A Year Of...
By Kathleen Stattelman
Editor In Chief
Loss…

Hurricanes- Three power-
fully devastating hurricanes 
struck the United States this 
year, solidifying 2017’s reputa-
tion as one of the most brutal 
storm seasons in recent history. 
The hurricanes that tore pri-
marily through Florida (Irma), 
Puerto Rico and the US Virgin 
Islands (Maria), and Texas (Har-
vey) caused a collective cost 
upwards of 475 billion dollars 
and anywhere from 200 to well 
over 600 lives lost. Millions of 
families were forced to evacu-
ate and faced catastrophic losses 
of their possessions, homes, 
and loved ones. Americans are 
still pulling together from the 
havoc and grief brought by these 
storms and are coming together 
to rebuild from the damage. 

Shootings- Tragically, violence 
and grief found another platform 
this year in the grotesque shape 
of mass shootings. Five died 

in the Hollywood International 
Airport in Fort Lauderdale FL in 
January, 22 in Manchester Eng-
land in May at an Ariana Grande 
concert, and a shocking 59 
perished in the Route 91 Harvest 
Music Festival on the Las Vegas 
Strip in Nevada. But the loss 
exceeds this toll. Hundreds more 
were injured and every survi-
vor and loved one of a victim 
endure and will continue to face 
extreme trials. While several aid 
and support has been channeled 
to victims, the aftermath has also 
seen the resurgence of debate on 
the issue of gun control.

Change…

Trump Inauguration- 2017 
saw brought into power perhaps 
the most divisive presidential 
administration in recent time. 
Businessman, turned television 
personality, turned 45th presi-
dent of the United States, Don-
ald Trump was sworn into office 
on January 20th. One of five US 

presidents to win office after 
losing the popular vote, the day 
came with as much dissent as 
celebration. Parties and protests 
alike broke out on inauguration 
day, but a couple months will 
soon mark a year for president 
Trump. With a record low ap-
proval rating of 39%, the chaotic 
national political climate has 
seen a consistent atmosphere of 
unrest and conflict. 

The Women’s March- Perhaps 
in response to the inauguration 
was the Women’s March. On 
January 21, 2017, an estimated 
500,000 people flooded DC to in 
their words “harness the political 
power of diverse women and 
their communities to create 
transformative social change” 
and were “committed to dis-
mantling systems of oppression 
through nonviolent resistance 
and building inclusive structures 
guided by self-determination, 
dignity and respect.” The result 
was a massive barrage of pink 
hats, signs advocating for 
reproductive rights, the ending 
of violence, and intersectional 
rights, and of course, a vast 
crowd of women. Furthermore, 
several similar local displays 
occurred throughout the nation, 
a march at the Lansing Capitol 
included. 

Excitement… 
The Superbowl (By Max 
Pleyte)- Super Bowl LI was 
played between the Atlanta Fal-
cons and the New England Patri-
ots on February 5th, 2017. The 
51st Super Bowl was lifted by 
Tom Brady and the Patriots after 
a miraculous comeback victory. 
With just two minutes left in the 
third quarter, the Patriots were 
losing by 25 points, but eventual 
MVP Quarterback Tom Brady 
led the Pats to an overtime vic-
tory. For the Patriots franchise, 
this is their fifth Super Bowl vic-
tory, and it is also Brady’s fifth. 
Atlanta, however, missed out on 
winning its first championship 
in its second appearance in the 
competition. The broadcast drew 
in 111.3 million viewers, all of 
them enthralled by the Patriots’ 
amazing comeback.
The Eclipse- Politics and pop-
culture made space for space this 

year with “The Great American 
Eclipse.” On August 21, the 
moon completely overtook the 
sun for the first time in the con-
tinental US since 1979 and mil-
lions of Americans donned their 
eclipse glasses or flocked to 
viewing locations on the path of 
totality to watch. The danger of 
permanently ruining one’s vision 
gave the experience an appeal 
of danger while sharing the like 
experience with neighbors, fam-
ily, and billions of other people 
gave a unique feeling of unity. 
This was the most documented 
eclipse to ever occur with efforts 
by NASA, Google, and even the 
University of California Berke-
ley to capture the event for a 
complete documentary- not to 
mention the massive amounts of 
social media attention that was 
received.  

Student Connections:
Lochlyn Reed on the Women’s 
March: I decided at the begin-
ning of this year to go to the 
Women’s March on Washington 
in DC with my girlfriend’s fam-
ily. I did so because at a time 
of massive political turmoil, I 
thought that it was important for 
me to give my opinion (espe-
cially since I couldn’t vote) 
about something that I cared 
so much about. The experience 
was life changing. I’ve never 
been somewhere with so many 
like-minded, supportive people 
around each other. It was incred-
ible to see the wake the march 
created, and for the first time, 
I felt like I had been a part of 
making a difference, and that 
was really, really cool.

Hannah Lucas on the Wom-
en’s March- Two days before 

the march, my grandmother, 
my mother and I decided at the 
last moment to pack the car and 
drive all the way to Washington 
DC.  Despite all of the tension 
from those around us at home, 
we knew that we needed to be 
a part of this history. I have 
never, in my life, felt such an 
intense rush of excitement, of 
wonderment and of passion- 
people coming together out of 
a strange pull of sisterhood. 
Once the three of us joined the 
walking crowd we instantly fell 
into solidarity with the women 
of America. We walked and 
cheered and sang with the crowd 
for almost five hours.  There 
was no violence.  There were no 
riots.  There was live music and 
speeches and empowered spirit.  
There were three generations of 
women from my family march-
ing alongside each other, making 
history.
After the march, we were not 
as well received back at home 
as we had falsely thought we 
would be.  And in some ways, it 
was heartbreaking.  But it was 
also eye opening.  It made me 
realize that sometimes when 
someone stands up for what 
they believe in, it doesn’t mean 
they will always be wholeheart-
edly encouraged to do so by 
their peers.  I had been a part of 
something that shaped history, 
and in doing so, I found myself 
torn.  Broken relationships with 
family and friends needed to 
be patched and I felt like I had 
made a mistake.
I spent a lot of time trying to 
forget that the march even hap-
pened.  I didn’t like to admit to 
anyone that I had been a part of 
it anymore because of the stress 
and pain it caused me back at 
home.  But now, almost a year 
later, I find myself yearning to 
feel that excitement and passion 
again.  The same I felt in the 
crowd along Constitution Ave. 
that day.  The Women’s March 
was something my soul needed.  
To find strength in myself to 
keep pushing forward in the 
trying political climate and to 
prove that my voice and my 
existence is fearless.

Kyli Denny on the Eclipse: My 
mom’s cousin invited us over to 

his house on the path of totality. 
It was on the border of Kentucky 
and Tennessee. We really wanted 
go and probably would have 
gone anyway, so that was really 
nice. It was really cool when 
the actual full eclipse happened 
because my mom’s cousin pro-
posed to his girlfriend. 
We were in the front yard and 
heard them whooping. We 
thought it was over the eclipse 
so we joined in, but once we 
went back there we realized 
what had happened. It was really 
cute. It was weird to see the 
complete totality. Waiting was 
the worst, it took so long, but it 
was really interesting to see it in 
the eclipse glasses. I think the 
strangest part was how every-
thing looked outside. It was both 
light and dark and everything 
appeared to be under a shadow.

Nick Miller on the Super 
Bowl: I watched the super bowl 
because it’s kind of a habit. I’ve 
done it for as long as I remem-
ber and I like the commercials.  
Sometimes of course it can be 
overrated, but it depends on the 
year. This superbowl was a good 
game. The comeback by the 
Patriots was really neat to watch. 
It’s the championship game 
of the sport so it was really 
exciting. I’d like to think that 
so many people watch because 
they like football, but these days 
I think it may be because they 
want to see what happens in 
terms of the national anthem and 
kneeling. 

Lindsey Cool on gun control 
and mass shootings: I think we 
should implement stronger gun 
control because we are the only 
country that has mass shootings 
as frequently as we do. Other 
nations who have stricter gun 
control do not see these so many 
mass shootings, so gun control 
obviously works and should be 
used. 

“But through high school, I found way 
more satisfaction in being creative 

than getting an A.”
-Caleb Sowle (‘16)

Opinions Page Editor

By: Hannah Lucas. A girl holds up her 
sign at the DC Women’s March.

As the year draws to a fast close, we evaluate the most influential 
events 2017- how they shaped our world, nation, and students. 


