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Alexis Hereza (‘18) is a girl on our men’s swim 
and dive team.  She is one of the top divers in the 
league and is even a school record contender.  I 
conducted an interview with one of the only 
women diver’s in the CAAC league. 

Why did you choose to do Men’s swim and dive? 
I was playing a fall sport (Volleyball) and the girls 
dive season is in the fall.

What inspired you to 
become a diver? 
I did gymnastics from ages 
4-11 and started diving right 
after. 

How long have you been 
diving? 
I have been diving since I 
was 11 (Six years). 

What is your favorite dive? 
My favorite dive is the 1 
and ½ Pike because it is one 
of my best dives. 

What is your least favorite 
dive? 
My least favorite dive 
is Inward 1 and ½ tuck 
because I always worry 
about hitting my head on the 
board. 

What is your most difficult dive? 
My inwards 1 and ½ tuck because it is difficult to 
jump high enough to complete it. 

Have you ever hit your head on the board or been 
injured diving? 
I have not hit my head, although I have hit hair and 
feet.  At the first meet my freshman year one of 

my competitirs went to do a dive but didn’t jump 
away from the board and hit his head.  That was 
extremely scary and everyone rushed toward him 
after he collapsed.  He was fine but it definently 
made me more nervous about diving and possibly 
hitting the board. 

What are your personal records? How do they stack 
up against divers in the league? 
My PR is 201.79 and I would say I 
am top three in our league. 

What is it like competing with the 
boys? 
It is great competing with the boys, 
everyone is friendly and doesn’t treat 
me differenly for being on the boy’s 
team.  It is definently harder though.  
On average boys can jump higher 
off the board than girls so i often get 
scored lower becuase I don’t jump as 
high as some of the boys.  

Are there other divers on the team? 
I actually just recruited Eric Bashore 
(‘19) to dive with me.

How does he stack up against other 
divers in the league? 
He just started yesterday so probably 
last. 

Is a school record a possibility?  Would it go on the 
boy’s record board? 
Yes especially the 11 dive record.  Yes it would go 
on the boy’s record board.

Do you plan to continue diving in college? 
Right now I don’t plan on diving in college but 
of course plans can change so I would say it’s a 
possibility. 

Making a Splash
Hannah Jones
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Must Watch Non-Playoff Bowls:
Peach Bowl- No. 7 Auburn (10-3) vs. No. 12 UCF 
(12-0), Jan. 1
Cotton Bowl- No. 5 Ohio State (11-2) vs. No. 8 
USC (11-2), Dec. 29
Liberty Bowl- Iowa State (7-5) vs. No. 20 Memphis 
(10-2), Dec. 30
Holiday Bowl- No. 16 Michigan State (9-3) vs. No. 
18 Washington State (9-3), Dec. 28
Citrus Bowl- No. 14 Notre Dame (9-3) vs. No. 17 
LSU (9-3), Jan. 1
Alamo Bowl- No. 13 Stanford (9-4) vs. No. 15 
TCU (10-3), Dec. 28
Outback Bowl- Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina 
(8-4), Jan. 1
Orange Bowl- No. 10 Miami (10-2) vs. No. 6 
Wisconsin (12-1), Dec. 30
Fiesta Bowl- No. 9 Penn State (10-2) vs. No. 11 
Washington (10-2), Dec. 30
Foster Farms Bowl- Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6), 
Dec. 27

The Holiday Bowl and the Outback bowl are 
causing local controversy. Since Michigan got 
a January game and Michigan State didn’t (it’s a 
status thing). Media began roaring about how MSU 
beat Michigan in their rivalry game earlier in the 
season. MSU also had a better record than Michigan 
with 9 wins 3 losses compared to Michigan’s 8 wins 
4 losses.

Playoff Bowl Games w/ 
Predictions:

Rose Bowl- No.2 Oklahoma (12-1) vs. 
No.3 Georgia (12-1)
With both teams having explosive offenses 
and strong defenses it’s tough to decide a 
winning team. Oklahoma can throw the 
ball, Georgia can counter with the run. The 
game should come down to the defenses of 
these two teams making plays. The winner 
Oklahoma beats Georgia 35-28. 

Sugar Bowl- No.1 Clemson (12-1) vs. 
No.4 Alabama (11-1)
The rematch game from last year’s National 
Championship (where Clemson beat 
Alabama 35-31). Alabama, still having the 
defeat in the back of their minds, will go 
into the Sugar Bowl wanting to avenge the 
loss. Alabama beats Clemson 42-38.

National Champ? Alabama

Billtown Baddies 
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It’s Bowl Season 

“Work In Progress”

Ionia: 51. Williamston: 73.
Laingsburg: 36. Williamston: 73.
Lansing Catholic: 41. Williamston: 81.

 Over the last three years, the Wil-
liamston High School Boys’ Basketball 
Team has been known as the team to beat 
not only by locals, but by the entire state. 
However, despite their scoreboard-shattering 
records of their season thus far, the only les-
son this season’s team seems to be preach-
ing is that there is still plenty of work to be 
done.

 After chatting with team players 
Cole Kleiver (‘18), Frankie Toomey (‘18), 
and Sean Cobb (‘19), it sounds like the team 
as a whole is always focused on the loose-
ends, and how to clean them up. 

 “We started out with not a lot of 
team chemistry. We had our starting five that 
played together a little bit over the sum-
mer and had varsity experience, but other 
than that, our bench had not played a single 
varsity game,” said Kleiver, one of the boys’ 
team captains this season. 

 Frankie Toomey, the team’s other 
captain, adds “...but that game that we lost 
against Howell: that was a lesson for us. It 
really just goes back to how we play and 
how we come out at the beginning of the 
game -- we really gotta turn that up. Against 
Ionia, we didn’t play very well until the 
second half, but other than that I think we’ll 
start waking up.” 

“We have unfinished business,” concluded 
Kleiver. 

 Perhaps what has gotten these boys 
to stay laser-focused on working hard to-
wards improvement is the massive amounts 
of attention and media coverage on this 
year’s team. Being projected as the number 
one team in the CAAC White, and one of 
the top teams in all of Class B (according to 
MaxPreps.com), one might assume that the 
pressure would weigh heavily on these boys. 
But according to Cobb, Kleiver and Toomey, 
it’s not pressure at all: it’s fun.

“We like the big stage,” said Toomey, “It’s 
fun playing around with a lot of people.” 

 And with one trip to The Breslin 
under their belts, they’ve gotten at least one 
glimpse of that big-stage excitement. “We’ve 
all had that little taste of being at The Bres-
lin,” Cobb added, “and it’s really exciting to 
be there: you’re one of the last four teams in 
the state. It’s a good feeling, so we’ll always 
wanna push forward towards that. That’s 
what’s motivating us.” 

 With a full season ahead of them, 
there’s no question that this year’s WHS 
Boys Basketball Team is full of potential. 
Although they’re showing off some good 
results now, it sounds like these boys can say 
with ease that the best is yet to come.

Haley Nichols
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 After a 24-2 season ending with a tough loss in 
the state quarterfinals last year the Lady Hornets return 
to the court losing only two seniors to graduation from 
last year’s squad. Coach Cool and the team are once 
again utilizing a practice squad made up of boys. The 
difference this year? The practice squad is now watching 
film with the team to imitate the upcoming opponent’s 
strategy. 
“We act as a scout team, Coach Cool assigns us a role 
[player] that we can act as on the court. We usually prac-
tice once or twice a week with the girls,” said Trevor 
Savage (‘18).
This year the girls look forward to a successful season 
led by seniors Maddie Watters and Allison Peplowski 

who have both committed to D-1 
schools, Watters to Western Michigan 
and Peplowski to South Dakota.   
“There’s no pressure for the season 
because I’m not worried about where to 
go,” said Watters. 
 Kenzie Lewis (‘20) is also entertain-
ing a lot of interest from Division I 
programs, most notably University of 
Detroit Mercy.   
 “There are expectations for the 
team, and I have high expectations for 
myself,” said Lewis. The team said 
much of their success comes from their 
offseason tendencies. “Lots of players 
have played AAU basketball which is 
a much different speed when translated 
to high school. It creates a higher level 
of competition for our team,” said Pep-
lowski.  
 Emma Davis was a player Lewis, Wat-
ters and Peplowski all mentioned as es-

sential to the team. “She is a hard worker, plays scrappy 
and is always positive,” said Peplowski.  
 All of the girls described their team as a family 
atmosphere practicing everyday together creating a tight 
bond between the girls. 
 The girls have a high scoring offense with Wat-
ters, Peplowski and Lewis leading the way, however the 
defense may be the key to their winning.   
 The team recently played league rival Lansing 
Catholic and allowed just 11 points combined in the sec-
ond half leading to their victory. The combination of a 
high scoring offense with a strong defensive core has the 
Lady Hornets ranked among the best teams in the state. 

The Detroit Free Press ranks them 5th across all classes 
in the state. 
 Last week the Hornets played Wayne Memorial 
the number 2 ranked team in class A and came out on 
top with a 62-52 victory. 
 The boys and girls switch playing times every 
year this year the girls play first at 6:30 and the boys at 
7:30 this year the ladies are not too fond of this switch, 
 “The student section shows up and sits on their 
phones. No one is getting hype for the girls’ game,” said 
Peplowski. 
 They expect the Buzzone to stand up and be 
loud, proud, and positive in cheering for the Billtown 
Baddies. 
 The team continues to roll as they head into the 
holiday season, and they continue to gather support from 
the boys’ team since many of the guys encourage the 
student section to go watch the girls as much as possible 
even when the boys have away games. The lady hornets 
hope all these factors carry over to a successful season.  

Kenzie Lewis (‘20) has contributed to a fast start for our girls basketball team that is 
undefeated.

Maddie Watters (‘18) is an all-state 
returner. Here she shoots over an Ionia 
defender in a game on December 15. The 
Hornets won by a score of 57-28.
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Dave Ferguson (dav-
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Sean Cobb (‘19) shoots against Lansing Catholic. Cobb and his teammates are shoot-
ing for another league championship and another great run in the state tourney.


